
Wood awards

The Wood Awards celebrates the best and 
most exciting wooden structures. Shortlisted 
projects are on display at 100% Design in 
September. Jamie Groves goes into the forest

S
tructures and objects made of 
wood hold an aesthetic value 
that no other material can quite 
match; trees are rooted in our 

history of manufacture, their textures 
ingrained in our lives from cot to coffin.

Celebrating the best of this relationship 
each year is the Wood Awards, which has 
been showcasing excellence in architecture 
and product design since 1971. Anyone may 
enter, from international architecture firms 
to independent furniture designers, and 
the 2015 shortlist is out now, with entrants 
in each of the nine categories showing 
astonishing imagination and creativity. 

Foster + Partners, the biggest name  
to feature, was commissioned to design 
the Canary Wharf Crossrail terminal. 
The result is breathtaking. A 300m-timber 
lattice, looking like an elongated Eden 
Project, forms the roof of the four-storey 
structure. The top floor houses a sheltered, 
landscaped public park, with some sections 

London Design Festival 
The London Design 
Festival fills the capital 
with design, from east 
to west. There are 
collaborations with the 
V&A, projects at the 
Greenwich Peninsula 
and Somerset House, 
and a host of design 
delights scattered 
around London’s open 
spaces, museums and 
shops. 100% Design, 
Decorex International 
and Tent London are 
all part of the festival. 
19-27 Sept, venues across 
London, including the V&A. 
londondesignfestival.com

100% Design
100% Design is one of the 
highlights of the London 
Design Festival. It’s the 
UK’s largest design trade 
show and, with a new 
venue at Olympia London 
and a central theme 
of ‘Design in Colour’, 
William Knight, the show’s 
director, says: ‘We’re 
set for the most visually 
dramatic edition.’ 23-26 
Sept, tickets cost £15. 
100percentdesign.co.uk 

Decorex International 
Part of the London 
Design Festival, this 
is the trade show for 
interior designers but on 
22 September, it’s open 
to the public. Luxury in 
all forms is highlighted – 
even the champagne bar 
is by renowned interior 

designer Russell Sage. 
There are over 400 
exhibitors, plus a pop-up 
food market and it takes 
place in beautiful Syon 
Park. 20-23 Sept, tickets 
cost £30. decorex.com

Tent London 
Taking place in the City  
of London, in a stunning 
ex-industrial building, 
Tent London is part 
of the London Design 
Festival and hosts 
over 440 independent 
designers and brands 
with a truly international 
vibe. 24-27 Sept, tickets 
from £10. tentlondon.co.uk

Homebuilding and 
Renovating Show 
Run by Homebuilding  
& Renovating magazine, 
this show deals with  
the big building projects. 
It features advice 
centres and an interior 
design clinic, so you 
can get to grips with 
some new ideas. 25-27 
Sept, tickets from £12. 
homebuildingshow.co.uk

Grand Designs Live
Join Kevin McCloud at 
the Birmingham NEC for 
a four-day extravaganza 
of exhibitions, displays, 
Q&As and never-before-
seen products. The show 
covers everything you 
need to support your 
own grand ideas.  
8-11 Oct, tickets from £15. 
granddesignslive.com

Festival fever
Summer might be the time of music 
festivals, but in September and October 
it’s homes and interiors that rule the roost 

of the roof left open for a fresh, 
outdoorsy feel. The timber frame  
is reminiscent of the ships that used 
to bring trade to the docklands, and 
contrasts with the glass and steel  
of the surrounding skyscrapers.

Another shortlisted building is 
Maggie’s Oxford Centre, which 
offers free practical, emotional and 
social support for cancer patients 
and their loved ones. Wilkinson Eyre 
Architects has taken the humble treehouse 
as its inspiration, so the building, which 
is set in woodland adjacent to the 
Churchill Hospital, is raised from the 
ground on informal clusters of columns, 
complementing the surrounding forest. 
Sections of the outside are comprised of 
criss-crossed timber boards, giving the 
building a friendly, treehouse feel.

Moving indoors, a concept that’s sure to 
be top of everyone’s renovation wish list is 
the Spathroom, which brings luxury to the 

smallest room in your home.  
This bold, block design by Paul 
McAneary Architects uses teak timber 
and veneer to evoke the Japanese concept 
of wabi-sabi (beauty that is imperfect, 
impermanent, incomplete). As the wood 
ages, its appearance will get better, while 
the right angles of the design are offset  
by the smoothness of decorative stones. 

Striking in its simplicity is the Alpha 
chair by Brodie Neill, which is a solid wood 
design available in ash (white), ebonised ash 
(black) or walnut (brown). Though it has 
the mellifluous beauty of a Henry Moore 

Wood from 
the trees

sculpture, it’s incredibly practical and can 
be stored easily as the chairs stack together.

Also high on our covet list is Getting 
Away From It All by Sebastian Cox  
of Benchmark Furniture. A simple 
desk between two sets of shelves, this 
self-contained office is surrounded by 
moveable walls weaved from sustainable 
oak. Children demanding your attention? 
Simply slide the walls closed and snooze. 
Or do some work. Sadly, this bespoke item 
was commissioned for Terence Conran and 
is not available off the shelf. 

All of the shortlisted items will be 
showcased at 100% Design (more 
details opposite) and the winners will 
be announced at the 44th annual Wood 
Awards ceremony, hosted by Tom 
Dyckhoff, in November.  
100% Design, 23-26 Sept, Olympia  
London (stand L722). woodawards.com,  
100percentdesign.co.uk, paulmcaneary.com, 
madeinratio.com, benchmarkfurniture.com
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Maggie’s Oxford 
Centre; Canary 
Wharf Crossrail; 
Spathroom; 
Getting Away 
From It All 
RIGHT Alpha 
chairs by  
Brodie Neill

POST-WAR 
BUILDINGS

Eleven listed 
Surrey buildings 
are included in a 
new book about 

interesting post-war 
architecture. So if 
you’re in the area, 
have an extra hard 

look at the Thorndike 
Theatre (now 

the Leatherhead 
Theatre) on 

Church Street in 
Leatherhead; Walton 

Court on Station 
Avenue in Walton on 

Thames (pictured 
below); the Yvonne 
Arnaud Theatre in 

Millbrook, Guildford; 
and even Ewell’s 
Honda garage – 
all examples of 
architecturally 

renowned 1960s 
public spaces that 

are still in use.  
England: A Guide 

To Post-War Listed 
Buildings by Elain 

Harwood is published 
by Batsford Ltd with 

photographs by 
James O. Davies.
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